
Bible Study Group             ‘Birth of the Church’            Acts 2:1-47 

  

Last week we focused on the replacement of Judas Iscariot by Matthias as one of the twelve apostles.  We 

observed how Peter adopted a leadership role among the disciples and we saw how prayer and the 

Scriptures were of profound importance to the early believers.  This week we come to one of the most 

famous parts of Acts of the Apostles – the Day of Pentecost.  We will see how the Holy Spirit was poured 

out on the gathered believers and the Christian Church was born. 

 

 

 

 

Passage Specifics 
 

• In Acts 1:15 we are told that Peter addressed a crowd of 120 people.  We assume that this was the 

same crowd that met together at the beginning of chapter two.  United, and in one place, this was a 

perfect time for God to pour out his blessing upon them.   

• Where people dwell in unity, God commands blessing.  In this case the blessing was the outpouring of 

His Holy Spirit.  We see this occur in (v2-4).   

• A sound came from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind. This was an audible sign of the presence of 

the Holy Spirit – but there was also a visible sign.  Tongues of fire (v3) rested upon the believers.  

Remember how fire was a visible sign of the presence of God in the Old Testament (e.g. Exodus 3 and 

the burning bush) 

• The Holy Spirit engulfed the whole house and the believers were filled with the Holy Spirit.  From here, 

their words were His words.  They began to speak in strange languages, in tongues, as the Spirit 

enabled them.   

• There are three occasions in Acts where we read of people speaking in tongues: here (2:4), (10:46), 

(19:6).  Put simply, what was happening here at Pentecost was astonishing. 

• Devout Jews from all over the world were in Jerusalem.  They didn’t understand what was unfolding 

before their eyes – they were bewildered (v6) and amazed (v7). 

• They were perplexed that they were hearing so many different languages.  Greek and Aramaic could be 

explained, but not the variety of languages that was on offer! 

• There are 15 different ‘native languages’ listed in (v9-11).  This was certainly some linguistic 

achievement by human standards!   

Time to Reflect 

• What mission agencies are you aware of who 

seek to make the Good News known 

throughout the world?  How often do you pray 

for them and their work? 

• What do you think are some of the most 

important elements in any sermon? 

 “The day of Pentecost inaugurated a new phase in God’s plan of redemption for humanity.  Jesus 

Christ fulfilled his promise of the Holy Spirit, marking the birth of the church.  This historical event 

began the age in which the Spirit permanently indwells born-again believers…” 

(John-Michael Wong, Opening Up Acts, p25). 

 

 



• It appears that the incredible gift of the Holy Spirit was given for a specific purpose – evangelism!  The 

glory of God was being declared so that everyone present in Jerusalem could understand.  In other 

words, God removed all language barriers so that everyone could hear the Good News that was being 

proclaimed. 

• The response of the crowd who heard this was twofold.  Firstly they were amazed and perplexed, 

asking “…what does this mean?”   Secondly, some people made fun of this witnessing and accused the 

believers of having too much wine. 

• This response pattern is very consistent with what still happens today – interest and acceptance / 

mockery and opposition.  This is because the Gospel challenges and convicts.  

• Peter responded to the negativity he heard and addressed the crowd with a short but significant 

sermon.  What begins in (v14b) is effectively the first sermon preached by a disciple following the 

ascension of Jesus. 

• Peter defended the believers and counteracted the ridiculous claim that they were drunk.  He got the 

crowd thinking, grabbed their attention, and then moved on to quote the prophet Joel (v17-21). 

• Jerusalem was full of people who were eager for signs.  They were waiting for the fulfilment of God’s 

prophecies, waiting for the day of deliverance as foretold by the likes of Daniel. 

• Peter knew this and his awareness allowed him, under God, to preach a specifically relevant message. 

• What was his message?  The Spirit of God is for ALL – sons, daughters, young, old, slave, free, men and 

women!  (v17-18) 

• So Peter’s role was not just to offer an explanation of strange behaviour, or strange phenomena.  He 

was anointed by God to issue a challenge – He told the people that “We’ve Arrived!’ The journey is 

over and the promises of God have been fulfilled.” 

• Isn’t (v21) simply beautiful?  All who call upon the Lord, in faith and with a responsive heart, will be 

saved.  Many people don’t like to hear the word ‘saved.’  But it’s a biblical word and is used directly 104 

times in the Scriptures.  Various versions of the root verb ‘to save’ are used a further 233 times.   

• (v22-47) of our passage could be given the subtitle ‘Spirit-Filled Preaching.’  Peter’s sermon has four 

very significant traits: 

1. It was biblical throughout and the key focus was on the Word of God. 

2. It took people to the person and work of Jesus Christ.  Christ was the centre of this preaching! 

3. The key message was preached fearlessly.  “A minister has never climbed into a pulpit anywhere in 

the world who has not been absolutely aware of how dangerous it is to be bold.” 

4. The sermon was preached reasonably – no browbeating or self-piety. 

• Note how Peter began with a call to the men of Israel (v22) and then moved very quickly to Jesus.  

After referring to the miracles of Jesus as indicators that Jesus is the Messiah, Peter moved on to the 

scene of the Cross (v23) and then to the glory of the Resurrection (v24). 

• He used King David (v25-28) to appeal to his Jewish audience and to show, once again, that prophecy 

was fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ. 

• King David, that great monarch of Israel’s golden age, died, was buried, and his grave remained in 

Jerusalem.  But Jesus rose again and there were witnesses to prove it!  (v32) 

• Every sermon should have a ‘Big Idea.’  Peter’s is summarised in (v36).  The Jews who had been 

listening to Peter were stirred by what he said – they were “…cut to the heart…” (v37).  This is the 

impact of Spirit-filled preaching. 

• Peter continued to preach.  He has a pastoral heart, a love for the people (v40) – a further mark of 

Spirit-filled preaching! 

• He called his hearers to repentance and baptism (just as John the Baptist had done) – (v38). 



• About 3000 were added to the numbers of believers in response to this Spirit-filled preaching. 

• The final verses of the passage (v42-47) are some of the most encouraging words recorded in Acts!  We 

encounter a caring, loving, living, growing, vibrant and faithful Christian communtiy.  The Early Church 

was born and it was fresh, alive and passionate.  What a vision for the Church of today. 

• What we see in these concluding verses is a church focused on the apostles teaching, fellowship, 

celebrating the Lord’s Supper and prayer. (v42). There is unity in this church, generosity, genuine 

worship, faithfulness – and growth. 

• This is the Church that God intended.  As John Stott famously preached in 1974, “May all of us share 

this dream, and under God may the dream come true.” 

 


